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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 -24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Tomita 
et al (US 6,732,372) in view of Brown et al (US 6,868,225) in view of Reynolds et al (US 
6,934,963). 

[claim 1] 

In regard to Claim 1 , Tomita et al discloses a data processor connected to a network, to 
which a database and a server are also connected, 

• the database being provided to store program specific information, which is made 
up of a number of parameters to designate a particular program (Figure 3 
element 31 shows the database as described in Column 6 Lines 54+); 
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• the server being provided to search the program specific information in the 
database by reference to a search request thereby extracting at least one of the 
parameters (Column 6 Lines 54+ describes the server extracting parameters); 

• the data processor comprising: an interfacing section for outputting a command 
on a program to be recorded based on the user operation (Figure 16b and 18); 

• a control section for transmitting the search request searching to the server and 
receiving a parameter that has been extracted by the server (Figure 16b); and 

• a recording section for recording the received parameter and the program to be 
recorded on a storage medium so that the parameter and the program are 
associated with each other (Figure 16b shows the received parameter/category 
that is used to store for tagging and efficient recording purposes); however, fails 
to disclose an interfacing section for outputting a command on a program to be 
recorded based on the user operation, wherein the outputted command is for the 
server to identify the desired program from the database for recording. 

Brown teaches an interactive recording system wherein the user provides input to the 
system regarding programs that is of interest to the user or those that are not of interest 
to the user. The system allows the user to indicate via a rating system data that is of 
interest for recording (Column 14 Lines 26-67 through Column 15 Lines 1-25). Thereby 
allowing the system based on user preference to record programs within the interest of 
the user or to not record programs based on user preference through the interface. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the system as described by Tomita regarding scheduling of recording, 
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and incorporate a system that allows for recording and storing of programs based on 
interface to the user. 

Tomita et al in view of Brown is silent regarding the outputted command is for the 
server to identify the desired program from the database for recording. However, it is 
taught by Reynolds the outputted command for the program to be recorded is 
processed by the server to identify the desired programming as seen in Figure 2b and 
further described in Column 20 Lines 13-44 describing the program guide server to 
record the desired program to be recorded. Thereby allowing the system to properly 
record and process the program based on program guide information from the server. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the system of processing and recording data, as disclosed by Tomita in 
view of Brown, and further incorporate a system that outputs commands for program to 
be recorded from the server database, as taught by Reynolds, in order to allow for 
proper recording of data. 

[claim 2] 

In regard to Claim 2, Tomita et al discloses a data processor wherein the database 
stores, as the parameters, title information representing the title of a program, and 
date/time information showing scheduled broadcasting_date and time of the program, 
and wherein the interfacing section gets, as a parameter on the program to be recorded, 
date/time information represented by a specified time and outputs the date/time 
information with the.data, information on the broadcast date and time of the program to 
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be recorded, and wherein the control section further transmits the parameter as a 
search key to the server and receives the title information that has been extracted by 
the server by reference to the search request and the search_key. (Column 7 Lines 26- 
56). Furthermore, Brown teaches the scheduling broadcast data based on user 
interactions (Column 14 Lines 26-67 through Column 15 Lines 1-25). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
use the system as described by Tomita regarding scheduling of recording, and 
incorporate a system that allows for recording and storing of programs based on 
interface to the user 
[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Tomita et al discloses a data processor wherein the interfacing 
section gets and outputs the date/time information specifying a predetermined period, 
as a parameter on the program to be recorded, and wherein the control section receives 
the title information of programs to be broadcast during the predetermined period 
(Column 78 Lines 25-67). 
[claim 4] 

In regard to Claim 4, Tomita et al discloses a data processor of claim 3, wherein the 
recording section records the title information of the programs and the programs 
themselves during the predetermined period so that the programs and the title 
information are associated with each other (Column 7 Lines 25-67 describe the 
recording of the predetermined period), 
[claim 5] 
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In regard to Claim 5, Tomita et al discloses a data processor wherein the database 
stores, as the parameters, title information representing the title of a program and 
date/time information showing scheduled broadcasting date and time of the program, 
wherein the ~ interfacing section gets, as a parameter on the program to be recorded, 
date/time information represented by a specified time and outputs the date/time 
information with the command, and wherein the control section further transmits the 
parameter as the search key to the server andjeceives the title information of a 
program to be broadcast during a broadcasting period including the specified time 
(Column 7 Lines 25+). 
[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim 6, Tomita et al discloses a data processor wherein the control section 
receives parameters specifying start and end times of the broadcasting period of the 
program from the server, and wherein the recording section records the title information 
of the program and the program itself during the broadcasting period, specified by the 
parameters, so that the program and the title information are associated with each other 
(Column 8 Lines 1-65). 
[claim 7] 

In regard to Claim 7, Tomita et al discloses a data processor wherein the database 
further stores an identifier, which identifies each said program from the other programs, 
as another parameter making up the program specific information, and wherein the 
control section receives not only the title information of the program but also the 
identifier thereof, transmits the identifier to the server before the predetermined period 
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begins so as to receive the date/time information of the program, having the identifier, 
from the server, and determines whether or not the received date/time information 
shows the same period of time as the predetermined period, and wherein if the 
date/time information shows the same period of time as the predetermined period, then 
the recording section records the title information of the program and the program itself 
during the predetermined period (Column 7 Lines 30-67). 
[claim 8] 

In regard to Claim 8, Tomita et al discloses a data processor wherein the database 
further stores an identifier, which identifies each said program from the other programs, 
as another parameter making up the program specific information, and wherein the 
control section receives not only the title information of the program but also the 
identifier thereof, transmits the identifier to the server before the predetermined period 
begins so as to receive the date/time information of the program, having the identifier, 
from the server, and determines whether or not the received date/time information 
shows the same period of time as the predetermined period, and wherein unless the 
date/time information shows the same period of time as the predetermined period, the 
predetermined period is changed in accordance with updated date/time information that 
has been obtained after the identifier was transmitted (Column 7 Lines 30-61). 
[claim 9] 

In regard to Claim 9, Tomita et al discloses a data processor wherein the database 
further stores additional information on at least one of the contents, performers and 
category of the program as another parameter, and wherein the control section receives 
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the additional information that has been further extracted by the server by reference to 
the search request (Column 8 Lines 44+ through Column 9 Lines 1-39). 
[claim 10] 

In regard to Claim 10, Tomita et al discloses a data processing method for use in a data 
processor connected to a network, to which a database and at least one server are also 
connected, the database being provided to store program specific information, which is 
made up of a number of parameters to designate a particular program, the at least one 
server being provided to search the program specific information in the database by 
reference to a searchjequest thereby extracting at least one of the parameters, 
the method comprising the steps of: receiving the search request on a program to be 
recorded from the user; transmitting the search request to the server and receiving a 
parameter that has been extracted by the server; and recording the received parameter 
and the program to be recorded on a storage medium so that the parameter and the 
program are associated with each other (Column 7 Lines 20+ describes the searching 
of data), 
[claim 11] 

In regard to Claim 1 1 , Tomita et al discloses a data processing method of claim 10, 
wherein the database stores, as the parameters, title information representing the title of 
a program and date/time information showing rescheduled broadcasting date and time 
of the program, and wherein the step of receiving the searchjequest includes getting, 
as a parameter on the program to be recorded, date/time information represented by a 
specified time and outputs the date/time information with thedata, and wherein the step 
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of receiving the parameter includes receiving the title information that has been 
extracted by the server by reference to the search request and the search key (Column 
7 Lines 26-56 describes the title information and searching of data), 
[claim 12] 

In regard to Claim 12, Tomita et al discloses a data processing method wherein the step 

of receiving the searching data includes getting date/time information specifying a 

predetermined period, as a parameter on the program to be recorded, and 

wherein the step of receiving the parameter includes receiving the title information of 

programs to be broadcast during the predetermined period (Column 14 Lines 38-67 

describes the parameter associated with title information). 

[claim 13] 

In regard to Claim 13, Tomita et al discloses a data processing method wherein the step 
of recording includes recording the title information of the programs and the programs 
themselves during the predetermined period so that the programs and the title 
information are associated with each other (Column 7 Lines 26-56 describes the 
predetermined period of programs for recording based on title information), 
[claim 14] 

In regard to Claim 14, Tomita et al discloses a data processing method wherein the 
database stores, as the parameters, title information representing the title of a program 
and date/time information showing scheduled broadcasting date and time of the 
program, wherein the step of receiving the searchjncludes getting, as a parameter on 
the program to be recorded, date/time information represented by a specified time, and 
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wherein the step of receiving the parameter includes receiving the title information of a 
program during a broadcasting period, represented by the specif iedti me and wherein 
the step of receiving the parameter includes the title information of a program during a 
broadcast period represented by specified time (Column 7 Lines 29+). 
[claim 15] 

In regard to Claim 15, Tomita et al discloses a data processing method wherein the step 
of receiving the parameter includes receiving parameters specifying start and end times 
of the broadcasting period of the program from the server, and wherein the step of 
recording includes recording the title information of the program and the program itself 
during the broadcasting period, specified by the parameters, so that the program and 
the title information are associated with each other (Column 7 Lines 29+ dscribes the 
receiving of parameters), 
[claim 16] 

In regard to Claim 16, Tomita et al discloses a data processing method wherein the 
database further stores an identifier, which identifies each said program from the other 
programs, as another parameter making up the program specific information, and 
wherein the step of receiving the parameter includes the steps of: receiving not only the 
title information of the program but also the identifier thereof; transmitting the identifier 
to the server before the predetermined period begins so as to receive the date/time 
information of the program, having the identifier, from the server; and determining 
whether or not the received date/time information shows the same period of time as the 
predetermined period, and wherein if the date/time information shows the same period 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/530,227 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2484 

of time as the predetermined period, then the step of recording includes recording the 
title information of the program and the program itself during the predetermined period 
(Column 7 Lines 29+). 
[claim 17] 

In regard to Claim 17, Tomita et al discloses a data processing method wherein the 
database further stores an identifier, which identifies each said program from the other 
programs, as another parameter making up the program specific information, and 
wherein the step of receiving the parameter includes the steps of: receiving not only the 
title information of the program but also the identifier thereof; transmitting the identifier 
to the server before the predetermined period begins so as to receive the date/time 
information of the program, having the identifier, from the server; and determining 
whether or not the received date/time information shows the same period of time as the 
predetermined period, and wherein unless the date/time information shows the same 
period of time as the predetermined period, the step of receiving the parameter further 
includes the step of changing the predetermined period in accordance with updated 
date/time information that has been obtained after the identifier was transmitted 
(Column 7 Lines 29+ describes the date and time), 
[claim 18] 

In regard to Claim 18, Tomita et al discloses a data processing method wherein the 
database further stores additional information on at least one of the contents, 
performers and category of the program as another parameter, and wherein the step of 



Application/Control Number: 10/530,227 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2484 

receiving the parameter includes receiving the additional information that has been 
further extracted by the server by reference to the searching data (Figure 16c). 
[claim 19] 

In regard to Claim 19, Tomita et al discloses a data processor of claim 5, wherein the 
database stores, as one of the parameters, broadcaster information identifying a 
broadcaster, wherein the interfacing section further receives and outputs the 
broadcaster information of the program to be recorded, and wherein the control section 
further transmits the broadcaster information as a search key to the server, and 
receives title information of the program to be broadcast by the broadcaster identified by 
the broadcaster information (Figure 16b). 
[claim 20] 

In regard to Claim 20, Tomita et al discloses a data processor wherein the interfacing 
section outputs the command to start recording the program now being broadcast 
based on the user operation (Figure 16c). 
[claim 21] 

In regard to Claim 21 , Tomita et al discloses a data processing method of claim 14, 
wherein the database stores, as one of the parameters, broadcaster information 
identifying a broadcaster, wherein the step of receiving further receives the broadcaster 
information of the program to be recorded, wherein the step of transmitting further 
transmits the broadcaster information as a search key to the server, and wherein the 
step of receiving title information of the program to be broadcast by the broadcaster 
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identified by the broadcaster information (Column14 Lines 65+ through Column 15 
Lines 1-67). 
[claim 22] 

In regard to Claim 22, Tomita et al discloses a data processor of claim 14, wherein the 
step of receiving receives the command to start recording the program now being 
broadcast based on the user operation (Figure 16c). 
[claim 23] 

In regard to Claim 23, claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 1 . 
[claim 24] 

In regard to Claim 24, claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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